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CITY OF UNION 
Economic Development Committee 

March 20, 2019 

Members in attendance: 
Steve Harper 
James Collett 
John Cole 
David Plummer, City Administrator 
Melissa Hinkle, Communications and Operations Director 
David Whitehouse, Boone County Parks Department 
 

Meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Administrator David Plummer. 

Public Comment:  Mr. John Henney and Mr. Lewis Johnson of Gresham, Smith and 
Partners were introduced to the group.  They are working on the Union Town Center 
plan and analysis, and attended the meeting to lead the group in a discussion of 
defining the Union Town Center and what a Town Center means. 

Mr. Johnson began the discussion of the group by showing six other “town center” type 
developments, and how they would fit when overlaid onto the available plots for the 
Union Town Center in the town center overlay.  He also noted what portions of each 
were the actual “town center” as defined by the gathering/meeting/shopping place of 
each district as compared to the housing/residential portions of the six developments. 

He and Mr. Henney then led the group on high level conversations regarding what 
town center means in six types of broad categories:  vibrant public spaces, mix of uses, 
active environments, well connected, experience driven and sustainable living.   

A broad discussion was held among the group with what each space might mean to 
them and to the city as a whole.  Many of the concepts were included in the original 
town plan, where others were identified as new concepts or new ideas for the town 
center based on the changing environment in retail, growth of the roadway structure, 
particularly Mt. Zion and US 42, and the growth and development of Boone County and 
Northern Kentucky.   

Many ideas were brought forward, including the need for public art or public 
beautification of some spaces, walkable environments and bike paths, the need for 
some living and residential spaces in the town center buildout and for flexible use to 
accommodate the change to retail.  Additional development of service-type 
businesses, including legal services, financial services, health and welfare services 
including health care, and other types of uses beyond a traditional retail shop were 
also discussed.  Members also stressed the need to have places for public events, 
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including art and music performances, public festivals and fairs and other types of 
public uses for larger spaces within the development.  Mr. Henne and Mr. Johnson will 
combine these comments along with comments solicited from the Boone County 
Planning Commission and with comments from a future meeting with the Union City 
Commission to prepare their report update with a vision for the town center that can 
be translated to deliverable outcomes for the UTC. 

Kroger Outlot Updates:  Administrator Plummer updated the group on progress on the 
Kroger Outlot areas.  Central Bank is complete and has opened.  A ribbon cutting 
ceremony has been set for April 25, and all EDC members were invited to attend.  The 
Glamour Nails salon will open at the end of the week, while Sugar Fire is slated to open 
by April 1.  Both of those entities will be contacted to set up ribbon cutting events as 
weather permits. 

Boone County Planning Update:  Mr. Harper noted that there additional plans in the 
works for another senior housing project in the Florence area, but that there were no 
Union specific items from the BCPC this month. 

Business Owner Mixer:  Ms. Hinkle and Administrator Plummer brought forth an idea to 
hold a Union Business Owners mixer at Union 42 Bourbon and Brew in the next month or 
two.  Both have had discussions with various business owners around town who have 
expressed a need for some type of group in the area and that the businesses are 
encountering some difficulties and challenges related to operation in Union and are 
looking for advice and support.  By holding an event like this it is hoped to increase 
communication among the various businesses in the area, open up a channel of 
communication with city officials as to how the city can aid and assist in business 
growth and retention and to hopefully foster the group into forming their own 
association.  This idea will be presented to Commissioner Ramage and then brought 
forward as a proposal to the commission before dates are set for the event. 

Wednesday, April 17 at 6 p.m. was set for the next meeting date. 

The Meeting was formally adjourned at 7:35 pm by Administrator Plummer 

 

 


