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CITY OF UNION 
Economic Development Committee 

October 17, 2017 

Members in attendance: 
Jeremy Ramage, Commissioner 
Bob Jonas, BCPC 
Denny Mathis 
James Collett 
Steve Harper 
Jeff Bowman 
Jamie Nieves 
Bryan Miller, Commissioner (arrived 6:30) 
John Groathouse, Intern 
Nicole Maddin, Intern 
David Plummer, City Administrator 
Melissa Hinkle, Communications and Operations Director 

Meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by Commissioner Jeremy Ramage.  

Public Comment:  Commissioner Ramage welcomed James Bartley as a visitor to the 
group.  Mr. Bartley is on the Union Communications Committee. 

Update on Union Activity:  Ramage reported that Kroger has opened.  He reported that 
the City facilitated two mediation sessions with Kroger staff and residents along Braxton 
Drive to address ongoing complaints of brush and weeds between their property 
fences and the Kroger vinyl fence.  Kroger has agreed to relocate the vinyl fence to the 
property line and remove the trees and weeds between the vinyl fence and the “old 
farm fence”.  The old farm fence is to be removed, and this should resolve the issues 
and complaints in that area.  He also reported of some continued complaints regarding 
the lighting at the rear of the store.  Ramage is going to work with BCPC to see if 
dampers or baffles can be installed to keep more light from the adjacent homeowner 
properties.  The city will continue to monitor to see if complaints continue or if the 
problem resolves. 

St. Timothy’s School: Ramage reported the construction is complete the school has 
opened. 

Drees Development:  The proposed Drees development behind St. Timothy’s off of 
Frogtown Road has been approved by Boone County and that the developers are still 
pursuing property rights or acquisitions to allow for another entrance/egress point for 
the development. 
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Mount Zion Road/KY 536:  Ramage reported that the construction is progressing, but is 
approximately one month behind schedule, largely due to utility relocation work delays.  
Mr. Collett asked about the new entrance being created for the Littlest Angels Daycare 
center and where that would tie in to the roadway. Commissioner Ramage will look at 
the planning maps and report back on how that will tie into Mt. Zion. 

Storypoint:  Commissioner Ramage reported that Storypoint is anticipating a December 
groundbreaking, and will begin substantive construction in January or February.  He 
noted that the Industrial Revenue Bond process was still moving forward and had been 
approved by the city at the October 11th commission meeting.  The bonds now await 
state allocation before further action. 

Farmstand Market Cafe:  Ramage reported that the restaurant has opened to very 
good reviews.  Director Hinkle had been in contact with owner Tricia Houston, and that 
the market portion of the café, where local meats, cheeses and other product will be 
sold from is set to open in November, and she would like to hold her ribbon cutting 
ceremony after that is ready to open to generate more interest in the new product 
offerings. 

Lefty’s Barbershop:  Ramage reported that the city held a ribbon cutting for Lefty’s on 
October 6, and that he has been having good success at this location.  State Senator 
John Schickel was a special guest for the ribbon cutting event at Lefty’s. 

Flying Olive Bluegrass:  Ramage reminded the group that a ribbon cutting ceremony 
will be held for Flying Olive Bluegrass on Saturday, October 21 at 10 a.m. and invited all 
members of the EDC to attend. 

Ramage updated the group on the Union Community Building.  The Building has been 
declared surplus property by the Commission and will be placed up for sale via sealed 
bid in November.  Both Hinkle and CAO Plummer said they have received inquiries 
about participating in the bid process for the building.  Ramage reiterated that the 
building would require extensive upgrades, and when comparing the cost to what the 
community wanted from the building, it was not fiscally responsible to keep the 
Community Building.  It is hoped that by selling the property, the City can use the 
proceeds to reinvest in a project that better suits the community needs and wants for a 
community gathering place. 

There was discussion among the group regarding the property at the corner of US42 
and Frogtown Road belonging to Dr. James Wright.  Vandals have recently defaced a 
construction trailer that has been parked at the location for an extended period of 
time.  The trailer owners have painted over the graffiti, but it has since been re-
vandalized, and the city is receiving nuisance complaints.  BCPC advised that there is 
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not an active construction permit for the property.  The city is pursuing options for further 
action to resolve the issue. 

Ramage advised the group that he is going to be tasking the group with working to 
develop plans for retention of businesses in the city, as more development comes to 
Union.  He wants to be sure we are able to maintain and support both larger retailers 
like Kroger and the smaller businesses in town as needed and encourage them to 
remain active in Union.  He also wants the group to look at ways to reinvest in the city, 
and consider potential funding options, including incentive districts and other fees and 
taxes that could potentially be levied by the city.  A discussion followed with 
contributions from Mr. Harper and Mr. Collett explaining some of the various funding 
options available to the city, and how those options affect owners and operators of 
businesses in various ways.  Ramage asked city staff to work toward preparing a city 
business license process or procedure, with a nominal fee, to ensure the city is kept in 
the loop about potential or new business considering operation in Union. The City 
currently has no process of notification, which leads to not finding out about new 
businesses relocating or opening in Union until late in the cycle of opening.  The City 
desires to be involved earlier in the business process to better foster and develop 
relationships with the owners and managers of these businesses. 

Commissioner Ramage and CAO Plummer will work to invite developer Tony Berline to 
the next EDC meeting in November for his thoughts about development in the area, 
and the work continuing in the nearby Triple Crown Subdivision. 

Wednesday, November 8 at 6 p.m. was set for the next meeting date. 

The Meeting was formally adjourned at 6:56 by Commissioner Ramage 

 

 


